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inference infer the existence of other selves which are for
themselves as well as for us; and Philosophy has nothing
to do but to record and systematise the way we actually
think. In my thought the idea of a being which is for
itself as well as for me is quite clearly distinguishable
from that of a being which is only for me. The fact that
I think* it, is the only possible argument to show that it
can be thought Of course it is possible to deny the
validity of the inferences by which I reach this result
I do not propose to discuss this question further, but will
only say that Solipsism can be made just as plausible
from one philosophical point of view as from another:
like Scepticism it admits of no decisive refutation, but
carries no conviction. The only philosophies that can
justly be taunted with a tendency towards Solipsism are
the systems which fail to distinguish between know-
ledge and other aspects of being, especially feeling; and
under this category may be placed not only the Sensation-
alism which merges knowledge in feeling, but also the
Intellectualism which merges feeling in knowledge. If I
cannot distinguish between my feeling and my knowledge
that I feel, naturally I cannot know that another feels;
and when we have abstracted from my total consciousness
the feeling-element, the knowledge-element taken by
itself can be very plausibly identified with the mere
abstract content of knowledge, which is no doubt
precisely the same for any number of Selves who think
the same thing, and therefore the same for God and for
the other minds whom God knows but is not. It may be
plausibly identified with it, but it is not really the same
thing. For there will still remain the difference between
the content of my knowledge and the actual knowing
consciousness. The knowledge taken apart from the
feeling and the willing is no doubt an abstraction ; it is
only an aspect of the single Ego that feels, wills, and
knows. The confusion has arisen largely from the
ambiguity of the word "thought." Thought may mean
"the content that is thought," or it may mean "the
consciousness which thinks." The content of two people's